Phenylbuta-2,3-dien-1-one (1 mmol) and ethyl 4-chloroaceto-acetate (1.2 mmol) in CH 3 CN (5 mL) were added anhydrous K 2 CO 3 (1.0 mmol). The solution was stirred at room temperature for 1 h. The reaction was then quenched with aqueous NH 4 Cl and extracted with ethyl acetate (5 mL´3). The combined organic phases were dried, filtered and concentrated under vacuum. The residue was purified by column chromatography over silica gel using ethyl acetate/hexane (v:v = 1:10) as eluent to give pure the product. Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were prepared by slow evaporation from a solution of ethyl acetate and petroleum ether (v:v = 1:10).
Experimental details H atoms were located in a difference map and treated as riding with C-H = 0.96 Å for methyl groups and C-H = 0.93 Å for all other hydrogens with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (aromatic, methine) or U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (methyl).
Discussion
Furan-3(2H)-ones are attractive synthetic targets due to exhibit potential biological activities and the furanone scaffold is found in a number of naturally occurring antitumoragents such as jatrophone [1] , geiparvarin [2] , eremantholides [3] , or lychnophorolide [4] . For this reason, efficient and rapid synthesis of furan-3(2H)-ones is of significant importance. All bond lengths and angles of the title structure are in the expected ranges. The furan-3(2H)-one ring system (C8/O1-O3/C12-C15) is planar with a maximum deviation of -0.0097 (3) Å for atom C14. The dihedral angles between the benzene ring and furan-3(2H)-one ring is 15.142 (63)°. The crystal packing is stabilized by van der Waals forces only. 
